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Xe Watch Urges Support of Stop Outsourcing Security Act: 

Legislation Introduced February 23
rd

 
             

 

RALEIGH – On Tuesday, February 23
rd

 Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-Ill) and Sen. Bernie Sanders 

(I-Vt) introduced legislation that would phase out private security contractors in war zones. 

 

Last year the U.S. employed more than 22,000 hired guns in Iraq and Afghanistan. They 

performed tasks that ranged from protecting diplomats, training police and military, to repairing 

and maintain weapons systems, and loading bombs onto drones.  

 

“The behavior of private contractors has endangered our military, hurt relationships with foreign 

governments, and undermined our missions overseas,” Schakowsky said. 

 

The Stop Outsourcing Security Act would restore the responsibility of the American military to 

train troops and police, guard convoys, repair weapons, administer military prisons, and perform 

military intelligence. The bill also would require that all diplomatic security be undertaken by 

U.S. government personnel. The White House could seek exceptions, but those contracts would 

be subject to congressional oversight. 
 

“The latest allegations where Xe Services/Blackwater personnel took hundreds of weapons 

unauthorized in Afghanistan from both U.S. military and Afghani stockpiles underscores the fact 

that these mercenary companies are still unregulated, out of control and an ongoing liability to 

the interests of the United States and its military missions,” Christian Stalberg said, coordinator 

of Xe Watch (aka Blackwater Watch) headquartered in North Carolina. “It is high time to restore 

to the military the functions which it traditionally handles.” 

 

Every member of Congress should support this legislation to defend the human rights of all 

people from contractors, to protect taxpayer money from fraud and waste, and return core 

governmental functions to the government. 

 

To view a copy of the Senate bill: http://sanders.senate.gov/files/SOS%20Text.pdf 

 

About XeWatch (aka BlackwaterWatch) 
 

Xe Watch exists to shine a light on Xe Services (aka Blackwater) specifically, and private 

armies/mercenaries generally. We represent a growing contingent of concerned individuals and 

groups including, but not limited to, human rights and peace activists, people of faith, civil 

libertarians, and veterans. XeWatch is concerned about human rights abuses, indiscriminate use 

of deadly force and the lack of accountability by private armies, mercenaries, and private 

security contractors. For more information visit http://xewatch.info. 


